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SECTORS logistics

UK and Mexico lead 
on logistics FDI 

In assessing greenfield invest-
ment in the transportation and 
warehousing and storage sectors 

– the main planks of the logistics 
industry – between January 2013 
and September 2015 using the fDi 
Markets crossborder investment 
database, the UK has emerged as  
the most popular destination for 
logistics projects, attracting 140  
during this time period, more than 
even the US (121) and China (106). 

But in terms of sheer capital 
investment, Mexico came out on top, 
with an estimated $11.7bn spent on 
capital expenditure for logistics pro-
jects in the country by foreign com-
panies, ahead of China at $11bn. 
Other popular destination countries 
by this measure were Germany, 
Spain and India. 

Dubai on top
The UK’s capital, London, came  
out in third position among cities 
globally for number of projects  
and seventh for volume of capital 
invested in these projects. It was 
bested on project numbers by top-
ranked Dubai and Singapore in sec-
ond. But again, Mexico came out 
trumps for volume, with its city of 

ranking
ThE TRanSpORTaTIOn  
anD waREhOuSIng anD 
STORagE SECTORS FORM 
ThE baCkbOnE OF ThE 
lOgISTICS InDuSTRy,  
anD IT IS ThE uk anD 
MExICO ThaT aRE 
aTTRaCTIng ThE MOST FDI 
In ThIS FIElD, alThOugh 
ThE uS anD ChIna alSO 
SCORE wEll On a COunTRy 
baSIS, whIlE On a CITy 
lEvEl DubaI anD 
SIngapORE havE  
pROvED pOpulaR

top countries for logistics investment 
2013-15
Destination country projects capex ($bn)* companies

uk 140 7.4 71

uS 121 3.5 73

China 106 11.0 62

Mexico 104 11.7 53

germany 88 3.6 66

Spain 84 4.0 51

India 75 6.4 49

australia 59 2.9 46

brazil 55 3.0 30

vietnam 51 2.4 39

uaE 49 1.5 38

Canada 44 1.4 29

belgium 39 1.3 36

poland 38 1.1 29

netherlands 37 1.0 30

Indonesia 35 2.6 25

France 34 .5 31

Singapore 33 2.0 26

Myanmar 31 2.1 26

Malaysia 30 1.9 28
Source: fDi Markets                                                                                                                     

In the thick of it: the Mexican logistics sector (pictured) witnessed the largest inflow of FDI capital expenditure of 
any country globally between January 2013 and September 2015
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Destination region country projects
South East England uk 46

vlaams gewest belgium 28

Catalonia Spain 28

north Rhine-westphalia germany 21

north west England uk 21

west-nederland netherlands 20

bayern germany 17

Comunidad de Madrid Spain 14

East Midlands uk 13

Southern Finland Finland 13

Île-de-France France 13
Source: fDi Markets

top european regions for 
logistics investment 2013-15, 
projects

top cities for logistics investment 
2013-15, projects
Destination city country projects

Dubai united arab Emirates 35

Singapore Singapore 33

london uk 29

Mexico City Mexico 27

Shanghai China 24

hong kong China 22

yangon Myanmar 21

ho Chi Minh City vietnam 20

barcelona Spain 16

Melbourne australia 13

Sydney australia 13

São paulo brazil 12

Jakarta Indonesia 12

Istanbul Turkey 12

Johannesburg South africa 11

amsterdam netherlands 11

Mumbai India 11

nairobi kenya 10

new Delhi India 10

brisbane australia 10

hanoi vietnam 10
Source: fDi Markets                                                                                                                        

top cities for logistics investment 
2013-15, capex
Destination city country capex ($bn)*
veracruz  Mexico 4.1

Shanghai China 2.5

Singapore Singapore 2.0

hong kong China 1.5

yangon Myanmar 1.5

Mexico City Mexico 1.3

london uk 1.1

barcelona Spain 1.1

Dubai uaE 1.0

Tema  ghana 1.0

kuantan Malaysia 1.0

ho Chi Minh City vietnam 1.0

Jakarta Indonesia 1.0

Melbourne australia .9

São paulo brazil .9

Cartagena Colombia .9

northwich  uk .8

Mumbai India .6

hanoi vienam .6

hambantota Sri lanka .6
 Source: fDi Markets                                                                                                                         
*Includes estimates

Destination region country capex ($bn)*

South East England uk 2.1

north west England uk 1.8

Catalonia Spain 1.6

vlaams gewest belgium 1.0

north Rhine-westphalia germany .8

East Midlands  uk .8

lombardy Italy .7

bayern germany .7

berlin germany .6

Comunidad de Madrid Spain .6
Source: fDi Markets                                                                                                                         
*Includes estimates

top european regions for 
logistics investment 2013-15, 
capex

the UK haS eMergeD aS the MoSt popUlar 
DeStInatIon For logIStIcS proJectS
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Veracruz attracting the highest  
level of capital investment  
during the period studied, at  
an estimated $4.1bn. 

europe’s stronghold
While a number of emerging mar-
ket destinations have performed 
strongly in the logistics arena, the 
more traditional market of Europe 
has continued to be a draw for com-
panies moving goods around the 
world. According to fDi Markets, 
western Europe was the top destina-
tion world region for logistics  
projects, attracting 601 between 
January 2013 and September 2015. 
That is in addition to the 233 pro-
jects sited in the ‘rest of Europe’ 
region. All told, Europe as a whole 
attracted $42.8bn during this time 
period. Within Europe, popular  
destinations are found in Belgium 
(Vlaams Gewest ranked number  
two among European regions for 
number of projects and fourth  
for capital investment); Germany 
(with three regions in the top 10 for 
capital expenditure and two for 
number of projects); and the UK 
(with South East England ranking 
first for projects and East Midlands 
also in the top 10, and three UK 
regions coming in the top 10 for 
capital expenditure). 

The most prolific companies  
in the sector have also originated in 
Europe. Deutsche Post, the world’s 
largest logistics company, ranked as 
the top global investor among logis-
tics companies, with fDi Markets 
having tracked 166 projects created 
by the company during the period 
studied. DHL Express, a division of 
Deutsche Post, ranked second with 
62 projects. ■
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top companies for logistics investment 
2013-15, projects

company name country projects

Deutsche post germany 166

Dhl Express germany 62

united parcel Services (upS) uS 58

Deutsche bahn germany 46

Federal Express (FedEx) uS 41

CEva logistics uk 37

CEva group uk 37

Dhl germany 35

ap Moller-Maersk Denmark 34

nippon yusen kabushiki kaisha (nyk line) Japan 34

Db Schenker germany 32

la poste France 30

Dhl global Forwarding germany 28

Russian Railways (Russkiye Zheleznye Dorogi) Russia 27

kuehne + nagel International Switzerland 26

FedEx Express uS 26

Direct parcel Distribution (DpD) France 24

DSv Denmark 22

Dachser germany 19

gaC group uaE 19

Damco Denmark 19

nippon Express Japan 18

Ryanair Ireland 17

gebrüder weiss austria 17

Remondis (Rethmann) germany 16

TnT Express netherlands 16

Mitsui OSk lines (MOl) Japan 16

The Emirates group uaE 15

kintetsu world Express (kwE) Japan 15

CMa CgM France 15

Dhl Supply Chain germany 15

wilh wilhelmsen limited norway 14

general logistics Systems holding (glS holding) netherlands 14

gefco Russia 14

norbert Dentressangle France 13

yusen logistics Japan 13

latam airlines (lan airlines) Chile 12

John Swire & Sons uk 12

Marken uk 12

logwin ag (Thiel logistik) luxembourg 11

whistl (TnT post) netherlands 11

Schulte group germany 11

postnl (TnT) netherlands 11

uti worldwide uS 11

gulf air bahrain 11

International airlines group uk 10

Iag Cargo uk 10

TaM Cargo Chile 10

OpDR Iberia germany 10

John Menzies uk 10

Source: fDi Markets                                                                                                                        
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